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Michael is a partner in the firm’s Litigation Department. For more than 30 
years, he has worked with clients on complex litigation cases involving 
antitrust, contract, insurance, intellectual property and trade secrets, often 
involving novel issues. Michael also is an experienced counselor, litigating 
and providing in-depth strategic advice on class action litigation. 
 
In addition, Michael brings a decade of prior experience working for the 
Cook County State's Attorney's Office where he conducted numerous 
grand jury investigations, tried hundreds of cases including countless gang 
murder cases, and wrote and argued tens of appeals in the appellate 
courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court and the Illinois Supreme Court. 
 
R E P R E S E N T AT I V E  M AT T E R S  

 Following a 3-week jury trial in Tampa, Florida, successfully 
prosecuted non-competition and trade secret claims against former 
employees of a leading brokerage firm, recovering compensatory 
and punitive damages as well as attorney's fees. 

 Represented plaintiff bank in a legal malpractice action against its 
former counsel in connection with a portfolio of SBA loans resulting 
in substantial seven-figure settlement. 

 Represented plaintiff  bankruptcy trustee in an investigation and 
prosecution of complex claims in connection with multi-billion dollar 
Ponzi scheme resulting in substantial settlements. 

 Secured a victory after a four-day bench trial in federal court in a 
restrictive covenant case brought by a large national insurance 
brokerage client against a former executive. The court awarded $1.9 
million in attorneys’ fees, imposed a permanent injunction, cited 
multiple instances of the defendant breaching both his contractual 
restrictive covenant and the court’s preliminary injunction order 
(resulting in numerous findings of contempt of court) and referred 
both the defendant and a key third-party witness to the Office of the 
United States Attorney for investigation into possible perjury 
charges. 

 Prosecuted multi-million dollar dispute over sale of defective goods. 
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312.756.8464 
813.568.4028 
www.porterwright.com 
 
Pronouns: he / him / his 
 
321 North Clark Street 
Suite 400 
Chicago, IL 60654 
 
201 North Franklin Street 
Suite 1600 
Tampa, FL 33602 
 
E D U C AT I O N  
DePaul University College of Law, 
J.D., 1980 
 
University of Notre Dame, B.A., 
1977 
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 Represented creditor trustee in bankruptcy of century-old manufacturing business and litigated 
more than 1,200 claims, including a fraudulent transfer claim in excess of $100 million. 

 
B A R  A D M I S S I O N S  

 Illinois 
 Florida 
 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit 
 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit 
 U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois 
 U.S. District Court for the Central District of Illinois 
 U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Illinois 

 
H O N O R S |  AW AR D S  

 The Best Lawyers in America® 
 Illinois Super Lawyers  
 Martindale-Hubbell®, AV Preeminent  
 Leading Lawyers 
 Illinois Leading Lawyers 


