
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Establishing a Foreign 
Owned Business in Ohio  

 

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP 
41 South High Street 
Suite 2900 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Direct: 614.227.2000 
Fax: 614.227.2100 
 
www.porterwright.com  
 



www.porterwright.com 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Introduction 

Overview 
Forms of Business Organization 
Reporting Requirements 
Visas 
Taxation 
Incentive Programs 
Labor Law Considerations 
Antitrust Laws and Other Commercial Regulations 
Intellectual Property 
Real Estate Acquisition 
Permits 
Litigation 
Customs 

Business Organization 

Branch Office or U.S. Subsidiary 
Forms of Business Organizations 
Basic Characteristics of Ohio Corporations 
Basic Characteristics of Ohio Partnerships 

General Partnerships 
Limited Partnerships 

Basic Characteristics of Ohio Limited Liability Companies and Limited Liability 
Partnerships 

Reporting Requirements for Foreign Persons Doing Business in Ohio 

Reporting Requirements 
International Investment and Trade in Services Survey Act 
Currency and Foreign Transactions Reporting Act 
Foreign Investment in Real Property Tax Act 
Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act 

Ohio Reporting Requirements—Acquisition of Real Estate 

Visas for Business Purposes 

Nonimmigrant Visas 
Temporary Visitor For Business (B-1) 
Treaty Traders (E-1) and Treaty Investors (E-2) 
E-3 Workers
Intra-Company Transferees (L-1)
Specialty Occupations Employees (H-1B)
Temporary Agricultural and Non-Agricultural Workers (H-2)
Training Visas: Exchange Visitor Program (J-1) and Trainees and Special Education
Exchange Visitors (H-3)



www.porterwright.com 

Extraordinary Ability in Business (O-1) 
Trade NAFTA (TN) Professionals 

Immigrant Visas 
Administrative Aspects 

Arrival and Departure Records 
Visa Issuance 
Social Security Numbers for Non-Citizen Employees 
Tax Issues 

Taxation of Business Income 

Taxation 
General Concepts 
Taxation of Corporations 
Nonresident Alien Individuals and Partners in Partnerships 
Special Tax Rules on Income From Real Property 
Transfer Pricing 
Other Federal Tax Matters 

Ohio Taxation 
Ohio Sales and Use Tax 
Commercial Activities Tax 
Real Property Taxes 
Ohio Personal Income Tax 
Corporations 
Taxation of Partnerships and other pass-through entities 
Local Income Taxes 
Workers’ Compensation/Unemployment Insurance Tax 
Miscellaneous Taxes 

Incentive Programs 

Financing Programs 
Grant Programs 
Loan Programs 
Tax-Exempt Bonds 
Ohio Enterprise Bond Fund 
Innovation Ohio Loan Fund 
Ohio Third Frontier Program 
Edison Technology Centers 
Small Business Administration 
Rural Business and Industrial Development Assistance 
Community Development Block Grants 
Small Business Innovation Research Program 
Other Programs 

Tax Abatement and Incentives 
Foreign Trade Zones 
Urban and Rural Enterprise Zones 
Community Reinvestment Areas 
Tax Increment Financing 
Ohio Job Creation Tax Credit 



www.porterwright.com 

Other Tax Credit Programs 
Workforce Training 

Ohio Training Programs 
Federal Work Opportunity Tax Credit Program 

Opportunity Zones 
Technical Assistance 

First Stop Business Connection 
Ohio Procurement Technical Assistance Centers 
Small Business Development Centers and Related Assistance 

Employment & Labor Laws 

Summary of Federal Employment Laws 
Summary of State and Local Employment Laws 
Summary of Best Practices 
Specific Employment and Labor Laws 

Federal Employment Discrimination Laws 
Federal Employment Protections Governing Pay Practices 
Federal Leave Protections 
The Occupational Safety and Health Act 
The Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act 
Ohio-Specific Laws and Causes of Action 
Unionization and Collective Bargaining 
Federal and State Posting Requirements 
Federal and State Posting and Record-Keeping Requirements 

Miscellaneous Issues 
Protecting Confidential, Proprietary and Trade Secret Information 
Protecting Against Unfair Competition 
Pre-Employment Screening 
Employees and Electronic Communication 

Employee Benefit Plans 

Antitrust Laws & Other Commercial Regulations 

Antitrust Statutes and Rules 
The Sherman Act 
The Clayton Act 
Federal Trade Commission Act 

Activities with Potential Antitrust Implications 
Mergers, Acquisitions of Assets or Stock and Joint Ventures 
Distributorships, Trademarks and Know-How Licenses 
Marketing and Distribution 

Other Trade Regulations 
Privacy and Data Security 
FTC Consumer Product Warranty Rules 
The FTC Franchise Rule 
The Ohio Business Opportunity Purchasers Act 
Other Federal Laws Restricting Foreign Trade and Investment 



www.porterwright.com 

Intellectual Property 

The Federal System of Intellectual Property Protections 
Patents 
Trademarks 
Domain Names 
Copyrights 
Mask Works 
Advertising and Trade Dress 
Notices 

Present Issues in the Federal System of Intellectual Property 
General Advice 
Special Problems in the International Trade Commission 

State Intellectual Property Laws 
Trade Secrets 
Rights of Publicity/Persona 

Real Estate Acquisition 

Purchase Contract 
Option Agreement 
The Contract Process 
Title Insurance 
Property Inspections 
Environmental Inspection 
Insurance 
Ownership Entity 

Environmental, Land Use & Other Permits for Manufacturing Facilities 

Zoning, Building, and Floodplain Requirements 
Zoning 
Building Code Regulations 
Floodplain Development Requirements 

Air Pollution Requirements 
Waste Permits 

Solid Waste Disposal Permits 
Hazardous Waste Management Permits 

Water Permits 
The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
Ohio Water Pollution Control Law 
Federal Clean Water Act Requirements Relative to Dredged and Fill Material 

Underground Storage Tank Regulation 
Purpose 
Procedure 

Miscellaneous Permits 

Litigation Under the American Legal System 

The Federal System 



www.porterwright.com 

State Courts 
Federal Courts 

Filing a Lawsuit 
The Complaint 
The Answer 
Discovery 
Trial 

Settlement 

Customs 

Classification 
Valuation 
Marking 

Acceptable Marks and Exceptions 
Marking and Penalties 
Made in USA 

Violations of Customs Laws 
Procedures for Determining Violations 
Fines and Penalties 

Special Tariff Programs 
Free Trade Agreements 
Customs in a Post-9/11 World 
Trade Laws 

For more information, please contact Jack Beeler at 614.227.1959 or jbeeler@porterwright.com.

http://www.porterwright.com/john-c-beeler/
mailto:jbeeler@porterwright.com



