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WALTER REYNOLDS ON MENTORING, DIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY
and believed early on that I could one day
EH3UHVLGHQWRIWKH%DU:KHQ\RXKDYH
people who are your advocates, you may
not even notice the rough spots. I had people
OLNH-XGJH3HW]ROG&KDUOLH)DUXNLDQG-XGJH
Jeffrey Froelich, who were well respected
in the community, behind me. It made my
DELOLW\WRDVVXPHWKHUROHDV3UHVLGHQWDQG
to govern a lot easier. If there were concerns
or issues, they really never came to my
attention. I had other people who believed it
ZDVWLPHIRUWKH%DUWRKDYHLWV¿UVW$IULFDQ
$PHULFDQ3UHVLGHQWDQG,KDGSDLGP\GXHV
and therefore they were supporting me.

By Ray Miller
The first thing you need to know about
Walter Reynolds is that he believes in paying
LWIRUZDUG)URPKLV¿UVWH[SHULHQFHZLWKODZ
as a young African-American man growing
XSLQ*HRUJLDWRKLVDSSRLQWPHQWDVWKH¿UVW
$IULFDQ$PHULFDQSUHVLGHQWRIWKH'D\WRQ
Bar Association, Walter has consistently
given back to his community. As a mentor
and leader, Walter combines his impressive
background with a dose of good humor.
4 $ZLWK:DOWHU5H\QROGV3DUWQHU,Q
&KDUJHRI3RUWHU:ULJKW0RUULV $UWKXU
//3'D\WRQ

+RZGRHVWKDWLQVSLUHRULPSDFW\RXUGULYH
to mentor others?

What inspired you to become a lawyer?
I was inspired to become a lawyer because
of my father’s adverse situation with our
judicial system. I vividly recall growing up
LQ*HRUJLDZKHUHP\IDWKHUZDVFLWHGIRU
VRPHW\SHRIWUD൶FYLRODWLRQ+HUHFHLYHGD
call indicating that there was no reason for
him to show up for that hearing. So he didn’t.
8QEHNQRZQVWWRKLPWKDWZDVQRWWKHFDVH
He was ultimately arrested and incarcerated
for a short time.

LQWKHVXPPHURIDQGWKH\RIIHUHG
PHDVXPPHUFOHUNVKLS,ZDVR൵HUHGIXOO
time employment at the end of the summer.
(VWDEURRNPHUJHGZLWK3RUWHU:ULJKWDQG
,¶YHEHHQZLWKWKH¿UPHYHUVLQFH(VWDEURRN
GLG QRW GR FULPLQDO ODZ ZRUN LW ZDV D
EXVLQHVVODZILUP0\ZKROHPRWLYDWLRQ
for becoming a lawyer changed at that point
I was moved by that situation because I felt because of this unique opportunity that was
that had we been able to afford a lawyer, put in front of me.
who could represent my father competently,
whatever defense he would have had, he You were the first African-American
would have been able to present it. Not President of the Dayton Bar Association.
necessarily that he would have won, but he Tell us more about that.
would have been able to present that defense.
+HZDVQRWD൵RUGHGWKDWRSSRUWXQLW\+HZDV It goes back to the managing partner of the
not able to take full advantage of the laws and ¿UP-RKQ+HQU\+HZDVDQDGYRFDWHIRUWKH
rights provided by our justice system because legal profession. John felt that lawyers have a
of his lack of knowledge. That memory duty to our community and to the profession.
VWD\HGZLWKPH0\ZKROHJRDORULJLQDOO\ The firm insisted that every associate be a
ZDVWREHFRPHDFULPLQDOODZ\HU,NQHZ member of the Ohio State Bar Association and
QRWKLQJDERXWFLYLOODZ0\JRDOZDVWRKHOS WKH'D\WRQ%DU$VVRFLDWLRQ$IWHU,EHFDPH
WKRVHZKRFRXOGQ¶WD൵RUGWKHSULFHRIDYHU\ involved in the committees, people started
to identify me as a person who can move up
competent lawyer.
the ranks in the bar. I ultimately became the
3UHVLGHQWRIWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ%HFDXVH,JUHZ
+RZGLG\RXEHFRPHDFLYLODWWRUQH\"
up in the South and am African-American, I
In my second year of law school at the was interested in diversity. One of the things
8QLYHUVLW\RI'D\WRQ,VWDUWHGWRVXIIHU WKDWZHVWDUWHGGXULQJP\WHQXUHDV3UHVLGHQW
GL൶FXOW\ZLWKP\YLVLRQ,KDGWRVWDUWVLWWLQJ ZDVWKH'LYHUVLW\,VVXH&RPPLWWHHZKHUH
in the front of the class and, in order to be we always have an African-American coassured of getting that seat, I would get to chair and a Caucasian co-chair. This led to
WKHDQQXDO'LYHUVLW\'D\VSRQVRUHGE\WKH
class early.
'D\WRQ%DU$VVRFLDWLRQ
The professor was a lawyer named John
Henry, who was the managing partner of a Did you encounter any challenges as an
FLYLO¿UP(VWDEURRN)LQQ 0F.HH,VWDUWHG African-American in the law community?
talking with him, and he thought I was a very
GLOLJHQWVWXGHQWVLQFH,ZDVRQHRIWKH¿UVW Other trailblazers before made the road a lot
to arrive in his class and I paid attention. smoother. They were people like Judge John
He invited me to interview at his law firm 3HW]ROGZKRZDVDIRUPHU%DU3UHVLGHQW
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Because others helped me, I worked to help
others. I’ve worked with or mentored many
leaders within the law community who
HYHQWXDOO\EHFDPHSUHVLGHQWVRIWKH'D\WRQ
Bar Association themselves. The most recent
African-American president is an attorney
who works at LexisNexis, Kermit Lowery. I
met Kermit when he was a second-year law
VWXGHQWDWWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI'D\WRQ(YHU\
Saturday, I would volunteer to meet with
about four law students to work with them on
how to take the exams, how to prepare better
for class, and the importance of having a
study group. Kermit was one of the students.
I have reached out to help others, but also
in doing that, the Bar Association is better
because of the diversity that we’ve had.
&DQ\RXWHOOPHPRUHDERXW'LYHUVLW\'D\"
:KHQZH¿UVWVWDUWHGWRGRDGLYHUVLW\GD\
we hired a client to make a video that focused
on the importance of diversity. We had little
skits that we would play to prepare people
IRU'LYHUVLW\'D\$OORIWKHMXGJHVFORVHG
court for the whole day, and encouraged all of
WKHLUVWD൵WRDWWHQGDQGDOORIWKHPDMRUODZ
¿UPVWRVHWDVLGHDWLPHWRDWWHQG'LYHUVLW\
'D\%HFDXVHDOORIWKHMXGJHVZHUHJRLQJ
to be there, the lawyers who liked to be seen
with judges and liked to be seen by judges
will attend.
'XULQJ WKH HYHQW ZH WDONHG DERXW WKH
importance of diversity in our legal
SURIHVVLRQZHWDONHGDERXWWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI
GLYHUVLW\LQWKHPDMRULW\¿UPVDQGZHWDONHG
about the importance of increasing diversity
in our law schools. Our speakers would talk
about the number of African-Americans
who were in law school, the problems in
terms of graduating, the graduation rates,
Continued on Page 23
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the bar passage rates, and the employment
opportunities.
The idea was to identify and implement
solutions and eliminate barriers to make
sure the people begin to appreciate that
we really have more in common than we
have differences. It’s important for the
legal profession that we have diversity,
inclusiveness and equality in the law. We are
stewards of the law, and if we don’t do it,
WKHQZKDWH[DPSOHDUHZHVHWWLQJIRURWKHUV"
What drew you to mentoring?
For those that have been given much, there is
a requirement for you to also give.
When I first started, I was ill prepared for
DFDUHHULQODZ0RVWSHRSOHWKDW,VWDUWHG
practicing law with had a family or a neighbor
who was a lawyer. I didn’t know one person
who was a lawyer. When I started to practice
law, I was ill prepared for the rigors expected
LQD¿UP,VWUXJJOHGPLJKWLO\DQGEXWIRUWKH
mentorship of John Henry, I would not have
been able to succeed. I was one of the few
people who took the Ohio State Bar exam
ZKRGLGQ¶WSDVVRQP\¿UVWWLPH,PLVVHGLW
E\WKUHHSRLQWV$WVRPHODZ¿UPVLW¶VDQXS
and out. You pass and move up or you fail
and move out. But because of John Henry,
I was allowed to take the bar exam a second
time. Not only was I allowed to take it, I was
given a personal loan by John Henry to pay
the cost to take a bar preparation course in
Cleveland Ohio. The next time I took it, I got
one of the highest scores ever achieved on the
Ohio State Bar exam.
$IWHUEHLQJDWWKH¿UPIRUDERXWVL[PRQWKV
I was told that I was just not working at the
pace that was expected of me, and I was put
on probation. I was concerned about whether
I would ever have a career as a lawyer. John
Henry came to me and said, ‘Walter, you’re
worried about the wrong things. What you
should really be worried about is whether I
believe that you can succeed here, and I still
have faith in you. But you’re going to have
to do some things to help yourself. You’re a
pretty good speaker, but your writing needs
Improvement.’ He suggested that I go to night
school at Sinclair Community College and
take a course to improve my writing. But
John did more. Every day at lunch, John and
I would go through any assignments, and
he suggested ways that my work could be
improved. After about a year-and-a-half of
doing this, I was allowed to continue on, and
I was removed from probation.
Within about four and a half years from that
point, I became a partner and ultimately
WKHPDQDJLQJSDUWQHURIWKH'D\WRQR൶FH
Having had another person to act as a mentor
IRUPHWRJHWPHWKURXJKWKHGL൶FXOWWKLQJV

in my career, how could I not do that for T h u r g o o d M a r s h a l l i s a s o u rc e o f
inspiration for you. Can you tell me more
RWKHUV"
about that?
I believe I was placed here and went through
VRPHRIWKRVHGL൶FXOWWKLQJVVRWKDW,ZRXOG I have three kids, two daughters and a son.
be able to help others. I want to make sure 0\ VRQ¶V QDPH LV$OH[DQGHU 0DUVKDOO
that they don’t have to go through all the 5H\QROGV DQG 0DUVKDOO LV WDNHQ IURP
things that I went through. It sounds spiritual 7KXUJRRG0DUVKDOO
WRKDYHJRQHWKURXJKVRPHRIWKRVHGL൶FXOW
things, but I believe that. I mentor because As a lawyer and as a person who grew up in
the sixties, I realized how important the work
someone did it for me.
RI7KXUJRRG0DUVKDOOZDV+HZDVWKHOHDG
Can you tell me more about the Lawyer to attorney on Brown vs. Board of Education,
the decision from the Supreme Court that
Lawyer Mentoring Program?
overruled separate but equal. He was the
The Ohio Supreme Court felt that as the legal first African-American to be appointed to
profession has grown, there are pressures on the Supreme Court. His work as the attorney
the legal profession to be more like a business IRUWKH1$$&3ZKHUHKHDUJXHGPRVWRI
than a profession and a lot of the soft skills these major civil rights cases in the Supreme
that you would pick up, by being in a smaller Court, should be admired by any lawyer who
legal community or in a small firm, are believes in the rule of law.
missed by the new lawyers. They decided to
R൵HUWKLVPHQWRULQJSURJUDPE\SDLULQJWKH While we don’t have a holiday for him, some
younger lawyers with more senior lawyers. RIWKHWKLQJVWKDW7KXUJRRG0DUVKDOOGLGDUH
Jamar King approached me, an associate then MXVWDVLPSRUWDQWIRUWKLVFRXQWU\DVZKDW'U
DWWKHODZ¿UP7KRPSVRQ+LQHDQGDVNHG .LQJGLG7KXUJRRG0DUVKDOOXVHGWKHODZ
me to be his mentor through this year-long ZKHUH'U.LQJXVHGWKHPRUDODXWKRULW\
program from the Supreme Court. I met Whether you’re black or white, you have to
Jamar, who’s an African-American lawyer DSSUHFLDWHWKHWKLQJVWKDW7KXUJRRG0DUVKDOO
in a majority firm, and I was able to share did. Through his advocacy, our country was
some of the experiences that I had being an able to avoid some of the disruptions that a
$IULFDQ$PHULFDQODZ\HUDWDPDMRULW\¿UP lot of the apartheid systems had. Our country
and help him navigate successfully. I got was able to move to a more perfect place by
a chance to know a young attorney at the 0U0DUVKDOO¶VXVHRIWKHODZ
beginning of his career who I think is going
to be a leader in the Bar and whose work will Think about what we’ve been able to
EHLPSRUWDQWWRWKH'D\WRQOHJDOFRPPXQLW\ do. I grew up in a society where you had
swimming pools that were for blacks and you
What about your work with the Leadership had swimming pools that were for whites.
+RQRUV 3URJUDP DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI You had water fountains that were for blacks
and you had water fountains that were white.
Dayton?
All of that changed because of Brown vs.
I agreed to be a mentor, and they assigned Board of Education and the advocacy of
to me a mentee, Simeon Lyons. We’ve met 7KXUJRRG0DUVKDOO
maybe five or six times over the course of
ODVW\HDUDQGKHZDVP\JXHVWDW'LYHUVLW\ We talk about diversity, we talk about
'D\$VSDUWRIWKDWH[SHULHQFHKHPDGHD inclusiveness, and we talk about equality, but
SUHVHQWDWLRQDQGPHW)HGHUDO'LVWULFW-XGJH WKHVHDUHFRQFHSWV7KXUJRRG0DUVKDOOZDV
Walter Rice. Judge Rice offered Simeon a LQVWUXPHQWDOLQFUHDWLQJEDFNLQWKH¿IWLHVDQG
clerkship opportunity this summer. Simeon the sixties and that still are important today.
clerked in the federal court, which was a What better name could my son have than
wonderful experience for any law student, 0DUVKDOO"
especially if you want to have a career in the
Walter is partner-in-charge of the firm’s
'D\WRQFRPPXQLW\
Dayton, Ohio office and has developed an
What do you wish you’d known as a young excellent reputation representing brokerage
firms, banks, insurance companies,
lawyer?
savings and loan associations and other
I wish I had been better at writing. You financial institutions. As a partner in the
don’t pick that skill up as a young lawyer. firm, he has handled many construction
Being a good writer goes back deeper, all the disputes representing owners, contractors,
subcontractors, and material suppliers. He
way back to the training you have in your
is listed in The Best Lawyers in America® in
undergrad school and the training you have the area of Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor
in your law school, and then when you get to Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law
be a lawyer you apply that training.
and is recognized by Ohio Super Lawyers®.
He holds a BA in Political Science from
Writing is something you do from the very Wilberforce University and a JD from the
first day you become a lawyer to your last University of Dayton School of Law.
day in practice.
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