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U.S. District Judge Paul R. Matia ​​​​​to join the 
Cleveland Office of Porter Wright Morris & Arthur

CLEVELAND – The Honorable Paul R. Matia, immediate past chief judge of the U.S. District Court, Northern District of Ohio, in May will join the 40-lawyer Cleveland office of Porter Wright Morris & Arthur, LLP as a litigation partner.

“I am excited about the opportunities with such a fine firm,” says Matia, “Porter Wright has an exceptional litigation practice and a great commitment to ethics and professionalism.”

“Judge Matia’s breadth and depth of experience, as well as his wisdom, are well known,” says Hugh E. McKay, partner in charge of the Cleveland office.  “As a lawyer and as a person, he is first class, and we are delighted to have him join us.”  

 President George H. W. Bush appointed Judge Matia to the U.S. District bench in 1991. He became Chief Judge in February, 1999 with administrative responsibilities for federal courts in Youngstown, Akron, Cleveland, and Toledo. Last year, Judge Matia relinquished the chief judgeship of the District Court and assumed senior status when he turned 65.

Judge Matia served on the Cuyahoga County of Common Pleas Court from 1985 to 1991. From 1975-84, he was in private practice.  He was a member of the Ohio State Senate from 1971 to 1975 and from 1979 to 1983.  From 1966 to 1970, Judge Matia was an Assistant Ohio Attorney General.   He was graduated with a BA from Case Western Reserve University cum laude in 1959.  In 1962, Judge Matia graduated from Harvard Law School and was admitted the Ohio Bar in the same year.
President George W.  Bush has nominated Cuyahoga Common Pleas Judge Christopher Boyko to fill the opening in the Northern District created by Judge Matia’s resignation.

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur is a nationally recognized business law firm that traces its origin to 1846.  With more than 300 lawyers, the firm also has offices in Cincinnati, Columbus, Dayton, Naples, Florida, and Washington, D.C.
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